Spring 2015

What a Great Year for
Wildflowers !!!

Its been a few years since we have seen flowers like this. Because of
the rain received at different times in the valley from December
through March, wildflowers in Whitewater, west side of Indian Can-
yons, Snow Creek, and Joshua Tree National Park are just a few areas
where an abundance of flowers have been spotted. Enjoy...with this
hot weather the flowers may not be around long.

Reminders
1 The April, May and June 2015 hike schedule has been posted to
the web site. Check out the new
on the website. ltds | ocated wund

is the number of the meeting spot from the hike leader, and you
can get the directions and map to the meeting area.

1 Check the DTHCO0s website for chan

1 April 7 ii Socialfi Potluck at Palm or to booking yourself on a hike.
Desert Civic Park. A check website

Mark your Calendars

Remember to bring lots of water when you are hikingin ~ HOT

1 March 2016 fi Getaway in Tucson weather. _

Arizonafi details will appear on
website soon.
Council Members 2014/15

Desert Trails Coordinating Council

Carl Gorretta

Carl Gorretta will be stepping down as Hike Leader Co  -ordinator from Charlene Hope
council, after holding this position for 8 years. He brought to DTHC an Jack Hope
abundance of hiking knowledge, and will be definitely missed. DTHC
will still be fortunate to have Carl as a hike leader, and also work with
him and Jonelle in organizing the 2016 Getaway to Tucson, Arizona.
Thank you Carl. Dave Luckwell

Dave McGuire
Gary Ward

Rich Jarvinen

Cathy Luckwell
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Serving the Coachella Valley and Beyond
2015 DTHC Getaway to Santa Barbara

What a great getaway in Santa Barbara from March 15 -18 for 75 hikers. The views of the ocean and lush
vegetation were very beautiful. Instead of having to contend with rain, hikers for the first 2 days had unsea-
sonably warm weather, with lots of humidity.

The Best Western Pepper Tree Inn, provided a great venue with pools, a fire pit, along with a board room
for signing up for hikes, and meeting prior to hikes for car pooling.

Sunday afternoon saw a moderate hike to Inspiration point, along with an easy hike at the Botanical gar-
dens.. After the hike the evening began with a cocktail hour, followed by dinner at the La Stella Café for 71
participants.

Monday consisted of a strenuous, moderate and easy hike in the morning, along with another moderate hike
in the afternoon. Wine tasting took place in Los Olivos, and also in downtown Santa Barbara. The evening
consisted of a happy hour get together in one of the courtyards at the hotel. The Pepper Tree Inn surprised
DTHC with champagne, apple cider and cookies to add to a great evening.

Tuesday again was a day of hiking, with a break in t
sisted of a strenuous , 2 moderate, and 1 easy hike in the morning. Afternoon was OYO with some hikers
participating in a beer tasting expedition. Ok, only 3 people did the beer tasting; however, they sure had a

lot of fun, and learned a lot about the art of brewing. A gr eat outi ng. St Patrickd
with a great variety of o0greendé appetizers. Bot h ev
Holstad.

Wednesday saw some enthusiastic hikers participate in either a moderate or an easy hike, or a bike ride in
the morning to end a wonderful adventure for the club

A big thank you to Dave & Cathy Luckwell for organizing this getaway, along with Carl Gorretta for organiz-
ing all the hikes. It was wonderful. Special mention goes to our hike leaders who do their best to lead our
groups on trails in an unfamiliar area. Our hike leaders for Santa Barbara were; Carl Gorretta/Jonelle
Dedrick, Mary Barlow, John Green/Christy Anderson, Rich/Suzanne Jarvinen, Rich/Katie Peregrin, Jack/
Charlene Hope, Cathy Luckwell, Dave Luckwell, Elwyn Mandry, Dave McGuire, and Nancy Bone/Mary Fin-
nan. Our bike ride was organized by Mary Settle.
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On March 10, twenty volunteers worked with Christian
Hellwig from Coachella Valley Preserve to complete the
work started in February on the Hidden Palms Trail. Be-
low is an email from Christian expressing his thanks to
the workday efforts of DTHC volunteers.
0Thanks to AL Lsoneefhingtvblunteets wbam t y
came out to the workday this time. | walked what we ac-
complished last week, and it looks great. Have a great
summer to everyone and see you

Pictures from work hike donated by Jane Udall

www.Hike4Hope.com

Hike -4-Hope 2015

Rain, rain go away. That was the sentiment

for the day, however it didnoét work. I n fact
as the morning wore on, it rained harder. A

good turn out of fund raising hikers showed

up despite the weather. Hats off to the vol-

unteers from DTHC who helped with this

great cause. Again, Jonelle Dedrick repre-

sented DTHC as our liaison for Hike -4-Hope,

and we are grateful for her time. See you

next year!
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